u                    PREFACE.

was one of the best systems, if not the best, which could "be
made the basis of universal religion for civilised com-
munities.

The philosophy of the Vedanta has been expounded by
European and Indian scholars, both before and since the
author wrote these essays. But he has not treated the
Vedanta as a philosophy, so much as a scheme of practical
life. The difficulties he seeks to answer are those felt by
the modern educated man in applying the principles of the
Vedanta to the personal, social and national problems by
which he is confronted. Eeligious teachers like Swami
Vivekananda have made the Vedanta the basis of a new and
expansive Hinduism, in contrast to the rigid system of caste
and custom, which it has come to mean in the eyes of the
vast majority of those who go by the name of Hindus.
This development of the Vedanta or its presentation as a
philosophy would seem to have had less attraction for the
author than its utility as a scheme of life.

Readers of these pages will not fail to be impressed by
the wide reading and catholic sympathies to which they
bear testimony, in the spirit of the ancient Gdyatri^ the
noblest prayer that the human spirit has conceived. The
author had a mind open to the light from whatever quarter
it came. Amid the demands of a highly crowded life, social
^nd professional, he managed to find time for his studies
in the realm of philosophy and religion, and for giving the
results of those studies to the public from time to time, a^
the following pages show.
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